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Ex 3:1-8a,13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6,10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

 In the musical Les Miserables, the main charter Jean Valjean has changed his name to 

prevent being noticed.  The lack of using his name being makes him less vulnerable; his name 

being secret puts up a barrier between himself and those searching for him.  One day a man who 

looks like him is captured and the authorities believe they have caught the illusive Jean Valjean.  

The other man protests that he is someone else but no one believes him.  Jean looks on.  If he 

says nothing this man will go off to prison, and everyone will stop looking for him.  He prays in 

that moment to God and his heart is moved with pity - he realizes he can’t stand by and profit 

from this man’s misfortune.  He publicly tells everyone his true name - immediately the other 

man is freed and he becomes hunted.  The revealing of his name was an act done out of love for 

someone he had never met before; an act that removed a barrier - he now has a permanently 

changed relationship with all who he encounters. 

 We see something similar in our first reading.  For all of history to this point God has not 

ever revealed the Divine name.  In earlier encounter with God,  Jacob asks God through an 

angel: Please tell me your name.  God responds: Why is it that you ask my name? and he doesn’t 

tell him (Gen 32:29).  We can forget that God is who God is.  God needs nothing from us; God is 

infinitely above us and we are creatures.  We really don’t have the right to have a familiarity with 

God to the point that we can call him by name.  For example, you don’t go up to Queen 

Elizabeth when meeting her for the first time and say “How ya doing, Liz” - you just don’t have 

that level of closeness and familiarity.  At this time neither do the people with God - and God 

will not reveal a name.  Years have passed since that meeting with Jacob, and God’s people are 

now in slavery and are suffering.  They have been calling out to God, and God decides to act.  

God calls Moses out of the Burning Bush yet still maintains the appropriate distance of the Diety 

to the creature: Come no nearer! (God says as Moses approaches) Remove the sandals from your 

feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.  After announcing the Divine title, God comes 

to the point and says: I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their 

cry … I know well what they are suffering. Therefore I have come down to rescue them.   

 Moses is nervous: But when I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am I to tell them?” and 



God replied, … tell the Israelites: I AM sent me to you.  God is so moved with pity, God steps out 

into the open and tells the name.  Like Jean Valjean, God puts aside a barrier - out of love.  It is 

like you say to Queen Elizabeth “Your Majesty” and she says “Ah, just call me Liz” - only this is 

a King infinitely more important.  God comes close to his people because of love; formality is 

dropped - God will come to save them at any cost.  This closeness, this willingness to save his 

people at any cost, gets taken to a whole new level when God comes down and becomes one of 

us - not just sharing a name, but sharing in our nature. St. Paul tells us about Jesus: though he 

was in the form of God … he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave (Phil 2:6).  All of this to 

save us not from a slavery in Egypt, but slavery to sin and eternal death in the next life. 

 Jesus shows us in the Gospel just how deep this love and desire to save goes..  The Fig 

tree represent you and me - and when we are not living in the life of Christ we are not bearing 

fruit.  God is the vineyard owner; and although God has shared God’s name, and gotten familiar, 

God is still God - just like Liz is still the Queen of England even if you get to call her Liz.  God 

has every right to cut down for using sinfully the resources that others would use to bear fruit.  

The message from Jesus is to repent.  Many, many times Jesus reminds us that failing to repent, 

failing to accept his leading us out of our slavery to sin, will being with it the eternal dearth that 

is the consequence of sin.  Twice in our passage he says: But I tell you, if you do not repent, you 

will all perish as they did!  Despite the fact that God is God, and sin justly causes us to be 

separated from God for eternity, God does not give up.  The gardner represents Jesus.  God 

doesn’t just sit back and select the tree for destruction.  God in Jesus tries to nurture the tree, to 

fertilize it, to bring it to health, to give it more time to come around and bear fruit.  But we can 

resist these efforts and the story is clear that there is a time when it will be too late.  

 Jesus does not leave us alone on our journey  In our second reading we hear that just as 

God followed the Israelites on their journey and provided them food and drink to sustain them so 

does Jesus for us: They drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was the 

Christ.  Each time we receive the Eucharist it is a sharing in God’s own nourishment.  Since God 

has gotten so tremendously familiar with us in Jesus, the food is not Manna in the desert, it is his 

own Body and Blood.  We can sometimes think God is not with us, we can sometimes think we 

are in the desert alone, we can think that we are not provided for by God - and turn to sin for 

satisfaction.  But God has stooped down to us to lead us out of sin in this life, and death in the 

next life.  So let us repent, bear good fruit, and move forward on our journey - strengthened and 

nourished by the one who has shared his name: “I AM” (which signifies that God is existence 

itself), and who comes in the flesh taking the name “Jesus” - which means “God Saves.”


